CULTURAL LIFE 

CINEMA, THEATRE, MUSIC AND LITERATURE

 Despite the fact that nowadays people have less and less free time and are lazier to leave their homes, they should find time for a good book, for going out to the cinema with friends, going to a concert, attending the theatre from time to time or visiting a museum or an interesting exhibition a few times a year. 
CINEMA AND THEATRE
The most popular cultural activity is going to the cinema. In large cities a few modern multi-screen movie theatres (multiplex cinemas) have been built recently.  They house auditoriums with large screens, comfortable seats and very good acoustics and present some films several times a day. You can get the tickets straight away at the cinema or book the tickets in advance through the Internet. In our country, films made in foreign languages may have subtitles or they are dubbed. The person who makes the film is the director and the people in the film are actors. Famous ones are called film stars. There are many types of movies: thrillers, disaster movies, horror films, comedies, animated films, documentaries.  
Second most popular activity is going to the theatre. The best known theatres in Brno are the Janacek Theatre which plays operas and ballets and the Mahen Theatre, which performs plays. There are also experimental theatres, e.g. the Goose on a String.The Brno City Theatre has two buildings: Drama theatre, which performs plays and Music Theatre, which plays musicals. Tickets must be booked in advance because nearly all the performances are usually sold out. If you decide to see an opera you usually come dressed up, take off your coat in the cloakroom and then an attendant shows you to your seat. You can sit in the stalls, circle or in a row in front of the stage. The lights go out. The curtain goes up and the performance begins. During the interval, between two acts, we can walk in the foyer or buy some refreshments. 
Journalists who write about films and plays are called critics, and their articles are called reviews. Films and plays can be brilliant, moving, awful, gripping.
MUSIC
Some people like listening to music and can become passionate concertgoers. If we have musical talent, we can learn to play a musical instrument. Many children start playing the piano or a wind instrument, such as the pipe, the flute, the clarinet, or they blow a trumpet, play the accordion or a string instrument, e.g. the violin. Teenagers often start to play the guitar, the banjo, the bass, the drums or the keyboard. We can also listen to church, organ and chamber music, operas, operettas and musicals. Classical music is written by a composer and performed by an orchestra with a conductor. Some music also has a choir. Rock and pop music are performed by a group/band. Most groups have a lead singer, guitarist, drummer or keyboard player. Solo artists play with a backing group, some of them are songwriters. The singers produce many albums, the newest is the latest one. You can buy it after it is released and there you can find your favourite track. There are many types of rock and pop music: punk, reggae, rap, garage, hip-hop. The musical events are held in concert halls, sports halls, pubs, clubs or you can attend the outdoor festivals.
LITERATURE
In comparison with the passive consumption of culture, reading is a highly active hobby. During our life we meet both fiction and non-fiction. When we read for pleasure, we usually pick up a book of fiction, such as novels: science fiction, westerns, travel books, thrillers, crime fiction, psychological and historical novels, adventure tales, love stories and short stories, tales or poetry. Some of us read a book for its subject and setting, others for the author or on personal recommendation. The extremely popular writers are Dan Brown, J.K.Rowling, Stephen King. We can buy books, or we can borrow them from friends and from a library. If we need information, it is good to have various dictionaries, outlines, encyclopaedias, technical and scientific literature, atlases, textbooks, biographies, autobiographies and history and art books at hand. Nowadays the electronic and audio books are very popular and they may replace paper books in the future.
