AUSTRALIA

History

Australia was discovered by the Dutch explorer Willem Jansz. He landed on the west coast of the Cape York Peninsula at the beginning of the 17th century.  In 1770 the British Captain James Cook discovered the eastern shores of Australia and claimed it the British territory. Later the British government established the first convict (trestanecká) colony there and  in the middle of the 19th century many settlers came to Australia because gold was found there. About 3 million Europeans have entered Australia since 1945.

Geography and climate

Australia is the only country which is also a continent. It is the sixth largest country in the world (the same size as the United States) and at the same time the smallest continent. It is surrounded by two oceans: the Indian Ocean and the Pacific ocean. The nearest islands are: Indonesia and Papua New Guinea in the north, Solomons, Fiji and New Zealand in the east. There is an island called Tasmania in the south. It belongs to Australia not only geographically, but also politically.

Australia is situated in the southern hemisphere, so it has summer when we have winter and vice versa. Its climate varies from the warm to subtropical. It is mostly flat country which especially in the central part suffers from droughts and that is why there are many deserts there. 

Australia was for long periods quite isolated from other continents, so there are many animals that are very typical for this continent and you cannot see them elsewhere, for instance kangaroos, koala bears (they feed almost entirely on eucalyptus shoots), platypuses or dingos, emus, wombats, parrots, Tasmanian devils, black swans, termites, various strange lizards and colorful sea fish, crocodiles, snakes etc. 

People and national economy

The population of Australia is about 22 million people. The density is one of the lowest in the world – only 2 people to 1 sq km. Most inhabitants live in urban areas along the south-east coast, while deserts and tropical forests are nearly uninhabited. In the interior of Australia people live in isolated cattle and sheep ranches, called stations. English is the official language in Australia, Aborigines speak various aboriginal languages.


Australia be1ongs to the highly developed countries in the world. The living standard there is very high. Besides the developed industries (mining, metallurgy, car, chemical) and agriculture (sheep, cattle, wool, wheat, fruit, sugar cane) Autra1ia is well-known for the mineral deposits of coal, iron ore bauxite and other metals. The food industry is among the best in the world, both in quality and in the quantity. 

The System of Government 

The official title is The Commonwealth of Austra1ia and it is a British dominion. It was proclaimed on January 1st 1901 and it has a democratic, federal system. The symbolic head of the state is the Queen Elizabeth II represented by the Governor-General. The head of Federal government is the Prime Minister. 

The Australian national flag consists of the British Flag symbol and a larger blue field in which 5 stars are arranged in the form of the Southern Cross constellation.
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