British holidays and festivals    
     Valentine‘s Day (Saint Valentine‘s Day) is an occasion celebrated on February 14. It is the traditional day on which people express their love for each other by sending Valentine‘s cards, presenting flowers, or offering sweets. Traditionally these were sent anonymously, but nowadays they often make it clear who is sending each ‚Valentine‘.    
     Easter is the oldest and the most important Christian Festival, the celebration of the death and coming to life again of Jesus Christ. It is celebrated on the 1st Sunday after the first full moon in spring but actually it starts on Ash Wednesday 40 days before Easter when Christians start their Lent. Children believe that while sleeping the Easter bunny has hidden eggs in the house and go searching for them. This is called egg hunt. In Britain people eat Hot Cross Buns. Egg rolling is very popular in England and is an Easter Monday sport. Hard-boiled eggs are rolled down a hill.

      Bonfire Night on 5th November is one of Britain's most popular festivals. People have fireworks parties where they build big wood fires (bonfires) in their gardens and burn ”Guys" on the top of them. A”guy" is a straw model of Guy Fawkes.

     Guy Fawkes was a leader of a group of men who hated King James I. They decided to blow up the Houses of Parliament in London, with the king and his noblemen inside it on 5th November, 1605. But the plot was not successful. Guy Fawkes and his followers were arrested and later executed.
     Christmas is when we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

     British children do not open their presents on December 24th. Some children hang a stocking at the end of their bed. Santa Claus brings their presents at night. Then they open them in the morning of the 25th. The presents are put into stockings or the larger ones are arranged around the Christmas tree. But now he lives in big shops in towns and cities all over Britain. Then on Christmas Eve he visits every house with his reindeer. He climbs down the chimney and leaves lots of presents. Some people leave something for him, a glass of wine and some biscuits, for example.

      In Britain the most important meal on December 25th is Christmas dinner. They have roast turkey with carrots, potatoes, peas and Brussels sprouts. There are sausages and bacon, too. After the turkey, there is Christmas pudding. Crackers are also usual at Christmas dinner. Two people pull a cracker. Usually there is a small toy in the middle. Often there is a joke on a piece of paper, too. Most of the jokes in the Christmas crackers are not good.

     For British children Christmas means pantomimes, too. The pantomime is a traditional Christmas show at the theatre.

     0n Christmas Day at three o'clock in the afternoon, the Queen makes a speech on radio and TV.     December 26th is Boxing Day. Traditionally boys from the shops in each town asked for money at Christmas. They went from house to house on December 26th and took boxes made of wood with them. At each house people gave them money. Now, Boxing Day is the real day for Christmas parties and visiting friends. All the men like to watch their favourite sports on TV.
     On New Year’s Eve at midnight nearly everybody in Britain wants to hear the chimes of Big Ben. At many parties people join hands and sing”Auld Lang Synge“.
     In Scotland the name for New Year's Eve is Hogmanay. In Edinburgh, there is an enormous firework display at the castle and they play live music in the park. Thousands of people gather in the streets. Then, at 12 o’clock, church bells ring all over the city. After midnight people go “first footing”. The visitors must step into the house with their right foot first to bring good luck. They bring three presents - a piece of coal, a piece of Scottish biscuit and a little whisky. The presents symbolize warmth, food and happiness. If the first person who visits your home after midnight is a person with dark hair, you will have the luck.
 

  
