Brno 

Brno is the second largest town in the Czech Republic, about 400,000 people live there. It is situated in Southern Moravia on the confluence (soutok) of the rivers Svratka and Svitava.

 The town is dominated by the originally Gothic Špilberk Castle, built in 1277 as a part of fortification and later several times rebuilt. It used to be a Baroque fortress, and then it became a feared (obávané) prison of nations and barracks. During the World War II Špilberk was used as the SS Headquarters (velitelství) and a concentration camp where more than 80 000 prisoners were executed. Nowadays there is a museum (casemates).

 There are lots of churches in the town. On Petrov Hill, there is the largest and oldest church in Brno . It is St. Peter and Paul's Cathedral, built in the 14th century on the site of the previous Romanesque basilica (llth century) and re-constructed in the 18th century in Neo-Gothic style. However interior of the dome is Baroque. Most probably, this is the only church where the noon is chimed already at 11 o'clock. According to a legend this custom comes from the time when the Swedes besieged (obléhali) Brno (1645) .They wanted to retreat, if they hadn't captured (nedobyli) the town till the noon. The monks in Petrov learned about their intention and so they chimed 12 o'clock one hour earlier. There is a bishop's residence on Petrov Hill too.
 Another well-known Gothic church is the Church of St.James. Speaking about it, we must mention a well-known architect and sculptor Anthony Pilgram who participated in its construction. There are a lot of very nice and richly decorated Baroque churches in the centre of the town, e.g. the Church of St.Thomas (Moravské Square),  the Church of St.Michael (Dominikanské square), the Minoriten Church (Poštovská Street), the Jesuitical Church (Jezuitská Street) or the Church of Finding the Holy Cross (Capuchin Church) with a monastery.
The oldest secular building of Brno is the Old Town Hall. It has an outlook tower with a Renaissance gallery. Its Gothic stony portal was done by Master Pilgram in 1510. It consists of several sculptures (Justice) and five pinnacles. The middle one is crooked. According to a legend it was Master Pilgram’s revenge to the Town Council because they didn't pay him enough money for his work. In the passage of the Old Town Hall both the Dragon of Brno and the famous Cart wheel are displayed (vystaveny).
 The New Town Hall is the seat of the City Council nowadays. There is also the most favourite wedding hall in Brno. In the centre of the town there is Liberty Square (Sq. of Freedom) with the Plague Column. The Cabbage Market is the largest square in Brno. There is an open-air vegetable and fruit market with the Parnas fountain in the middle. The Měninská Gate is the only gate preserved from the Gothic fortification of the town. Brno is also a centre of cultural life.
 There are many theatres - e.g. the Mahen Theatre, built in 1881-2,the first electrically illuminated theatre in Central Europe, which was done by Edison's company, or the Janáček Theatre (of opera and ballet), built in 1960s,which  is full of mirrors and marble or a modern scene the Goose on the String.
 As a centre of education Brno has a lot of schools (the Masaryk University, the University of Technology, the Agricultural College, the Veterinary College …). It is also a city of great commercial meaning. Many international exhibitions are held at Fair Grounds.
 Brno has also wonderful surroundings with many places of interest. On the Svratka River there is Brno dam, the Moravian Karst with limestone caves and Macocha Abyss. The memorial called Mohyla míru was built in 1911 to commemorate the famous battle. The fertile lowlands of South Moravia are dominated by the beautiful Pálava Hills, sometimes called the Pearl of Moravia.
