Canada
Canada is a young country. Less than 500 years ago settlers from France and England joined the first inhabitants - the Indians and the Inuits (Eskimos) - and began to develop the land. Since then successive waves of immigrants have come here from around the world - more than 11 million people since 1867 when Canada became the first Dominion in the British Empire. Today Canada is home to 32 million people. Most of them speak English and French.
Canada is the second largest country in the world, covering an area of nearly 10 million square kilometres. But most of the territory is very thinly populated. The population is concentrated in a narrow belt close to the U.S. border.
Canada occupies the whole northern part of North America /except Alaska/ and many islands. The largest of them are: Vancouver in the west, Newfoundland in the east, Victoria Island and Queen Elizabeth Islands in the north.
Canada borders on the USA in the south and Alaska in the north-west. In the east it is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean, in the west by the Pacific Ocean.
As the country is large the surface is varied. The western half of Canada is mountainous. It is formed by the Rocky Mountains and the Mackenzie Mountains. The highest peak is Mt. Logan in the Alaska Region / it is 6,050 m high/. The east is an area of rolling hills, plains and lowlands. In the central part there is a region of prairies with fertile soil.
Canada is abundant in lakes and waterways. The most important rivers are: the Mackenzie, the St Lawrence, the Fraser River. Other big rivers are the Columbia and the Yukon.
Canada owns the northern part of the Great Lakes with the exception of Lake Michigan, i.e. Lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, and Superior. The southern part of these lakes belongs to the USA. Lake Michigan lies entirely on the U.S. territory. There are famous Niagara Falls on the Niagara River which connects Lakes Erie and Ontario. They are about 50 m high. The Canadian part is called the Horseshoe Falls. The interior of Canada is formed by many other lakes, the largest of them being Great Slave Lake, Great Bear Lake and Lake Winnipeg.
Most of the inhabited parts of Canada have continental climate with warm and sunny summers and cold winters. On the Pacific coast the climate is milder. The north has Arctic climate with temperatures about 50°C below zero. The north is a cold tundra with large and beautiful forests to the south.
Canada is very rich in minerals and natural resources. There are large deposits of coal, iron ore, petroleum, natural gas, uranium, nickel, copper, lead, zinc, precious metals /platinum, gold, silver/etc. But its greatest resources are forests; one third of the country is covered with forests. It is a leading exporter of paper.
Canada is a highly developed industrial and agricultural country. The main industries are: wood and paper industries, food industry, engineering and mining. Agriculture is practised in every Canadian province. But the basic agricultural area  is in the prairies. This area specializes in wheat production.  Some parts of the country specialize in livestock and poultry raising, fruit and vegetable growing, while others concentrate on the production of tobacco, honey and fur. On the coast fishing is highly developed. 

Canada is a parliamentary democracy. The head of State is Queen Elizabeth II. She is represented in Canada by the Governor General. Executive power is in hands of the Prime Minister (Stephen Harper) and the Cabinet. The Parliament of Canada consists of two houses - the House of Commons and the Senate. They are located in Ottawa, the capital of Canada.
Canada is divided into 10 provinces and 3 territories. The provinces are Ontario, Quebec, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, British Columbia and others.The territories are very thinly inhabited by mainly native people. This area is wild, full of mountains and tundra and bush land.
NUNAVUT

Nunavut [nu:nƏvut] is Canada's first territory run by native people. Its capital city is Iqaluit [ikaeljut]. It was created in April 1999.

It is located in Canada's far north. It is bigger than any other territory or province in Canada. It takes up one-fifth of the entire country. However, few people live here - 29,700. 

Nunavut is the native home of Inuit people. In the Inuit language it means "our land". For many years the Inuit argued that they had a right to own a part of Canada. Their people had lived in Canada long before European settlers arrived. Eventually, the Canadian government agreed to create Nunavut.

The territory has vast natural resources. The climate is arctic.

People must travel by plane or boat (if the sea is not frozen). Because of transportation difficulties, food and supplies are very expensive there. Many Inuit people get their food by hunting and fishing.

The largest cities are Montreal, Toronto, Calgary, Vancouver etc.
In Montreal the Olympic Games took place in 1976. Calgary is the famous centre of winter sports, Winter Olympic Games were held here in 1988.In Vancouver the Olympic Games were held in 2010.  
Canada has its own national flag. It is red and in the centre there is a white square with a red maple leaf. The red stripes symbolize the Canadian position between two oceans. A maple leaf has been a national symbol for more than a century. Red colour symbolizes the blood of the Canadians who died in WW I, white symbolizes snow.
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