The Czech Republic

The Czech Republic is a state in Central Europe. It is said to be situated in the heart of Europe and it is an inland country. With an area of 78,864 km2 it is located in the temperate climate zone. Our republic has four neighbours. In the north it borders on Poland and in the south on Austria. The shortest border is with Slovakia in the east and the longest with Germany in the west. 


The Czech Republic has a population of about 10.5 million. Some people live in Bohemia, others in Moravia and some in Silesia.

The capital of the Czech Republic is Prague. It is home to more than 1.2 million people.


The surface of our country is rather hilly. Mountain ranges form the country’s natural borders. The western border is formed by the Krušné Mountains, where the highest peak is Klínovec (1244 m) and the Šumava Range, where we find a lot of marshes (močály). Two glacial lakes can be found there – Černé and Čertovo. The Šumava Range is known for its original virgin forest (Boubín). There are a lot of old trees and bushes. The highest mountains in the Czech Republic are the Krkonoše Mountains with the highest peak Sněžka (1602 m). The Jizerské Mountains and the Orlické mountains lie on the border with Poland. Other mountain ranges visited by tourists are for example the wooded ranges of Beskydy and Jeseníky in the northern Moravia or the Little Carpathians along the border with Slovakia. Bohemia and Moravia are separated by the Bohemian-Moravian Highlands.

Fertile lowlands can be found in the valleys of big rivers. The Labe (Elbe) has its source in the Krkonoše Mountains and leaves the country at Hřensko.  It flows through Germany and enters the North Sea. The largest and the most important tributary of the Labe is the Vltava. Several dams were built on this river, such as Lipno, Orlík and Slapy. These dams are not only used for the production of electricity, but in the first place they are a favourite destination for people who come here for recreation and amusement. A lot of people spend their holiday there. Another important river is the Odra. The Morava and its tributary, the Dyje, flow into the Danube, which flows into the Black Sea. South Bohemia is known for its large and numerous ponds. Freshwater fish are farmed here, especially carps. The largest pond is Rožmberk. It was artificially created in the 15th and 16th centuries.

Czech nature has much to offer to tourists, e.g. sandy rocks in Český ráj or stalactite caves in Moravský Kras. The underground river Punkva flows there. The greatest abyss, called Macocha, is 138 m deep. Bohemia and Moravia are quite rich in mineral springs and spas. Spa services have a long tradition. They are visited by healthy as well as sick people from our country and abroad. Among the most famous are Karlovy Vary, Františkovy Lázně and Jánské Lázně. Other important spas can be found in Moravia – Luhačovice and Velké Losiny.

The fuel and energy industries are well developed in the Czech Republic. To produce energy thermal power stations (e.g. Tušimice, Chvaletice, Mělník), nuclear power plants (Dukovany and Temelín) and hydroelectric power plants (Lipno, Orlík, Slapy, Dalešice) are utilized. Other industries include metallurgy (the Ostrava and Kladno areas), the machine tool industries (Brno, Plzeň, Prague), the chemical industry (Litvínov and Ústí nad Labem), the building industry, the consumer industry, the food industry and others. Czech beer brewing (Plzeň) and wine making (southern Moravia) have a long tradition and popularity both at home and abroad. The lowlands and the highlands are important for agriculture and farming. Sugar beet, sunflowers, sweet corn, fruit , vegetables, barley (ječmen) , wheat (pšenice) and potatoes are grown. Pigs, cows and sheep are bred here. 

On January 1st, 1993, the former Czechoslovakia split into two countries – the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic. Both the countries adopted new constitutions.


On March 12th, 1999, the Czech Republic joined NATO and since May 1st, 2004, it has been a member of the European Union.


The head of the Czech Republic is the President. He is elected for a 5-year term, but his powers are limited. The main law-making body in the country is the parliament, consisting of two chambers and the executive is represented by the government.

The state flag consists of two horizontal stripes (white on the top and red on the bottom) and a blue wedge.

The Czech crown is the local currency, it consists of 100 hellers.

