ERNEST HEMINGWAY

   Ernest Hemingway was one of the great American writers of the twentieth century. He belonged to a group of writers who lost their illusions after the First World War. They are known as The Lost Generation. The term was invented by Gertrude Stein. They were writers who were influenced by the war, some of them were on service in the Army. They lost their ideals, were not able to find a suitable place in society and demanded liberty for the individual to express himself. One of the main literary themes became withdrawal from society.
   He was born on 21 July 1899, in Oak Park, Illinois. His family was strict and very religious. His father taught his children a love of nature and the outdoor life. Ernest caught his first fish at the age of three, and was given a shotgun for his twelfth birthday. His mother taught him a love of music and art. At school, he was good at English and wrote for the school newspaper. He graduated in 1917, but he didn´t go to college. He went to Kansas City and worked as a journalist for the Star newspaper. He learned a lot, but left after six months to go to war.
   Hemingway was fascinated by war. He had wanted to become a soldier, but couldn´t because he had poor eyesight. Instead, in the First World War, he became an ambulance driver and was sent to Italy, where he was wounded in his leg in1918. He had to undergo twelve operations, then he returned to the United States.

   After the war he went to live in Paris, where he was encouraged in his work by the American writer Gertrude Stein. In the 1930s, he became a war correspondent in the Spanish Civil War and World War II. Many of his books were about war.
   His personal life wasn´t very successful. He married four times. He moved to Key West, Florida, where he enjoyed hunting, fishing, and drinking, but he also suffered from depression. In 1928,  his father committed suicide. Hemigway‘s health was not good and he had many accidents. He also began to drink heavily. In 1954, he survived two plane crashes. 
   His final years were taken up with health problems and alcohol. He began to lose his memory and he couldn´t write any more. On 2 July 1961, Hemingway killed himself with a shotgun, just as his father had done before him.
Hemingway‘s work

   His first novel The Sun Also Rises describes the life and values of the Lost Generation, a group of expatriated Americans and Englishmen, broken by war, who turn to alcohol and bullfights to escape their depression.
      His later works deal mainly with the themes of war, death and individual courage.

   A Farewell to Arms tells the story of  Frederic Henry, a young American ambulance driver serving in the Italian Army during World War I.  For Whom the Bell Tolls, his longest novel, is a psychological picture of war, based on the Civil War in Spain.
      The Old Man and the Sea was written in Cuba, where he had one of his houses. It describes a battle between an old Cuban fisherman, Santiago, and a giant marlin, the largest catch of his life.
   Santiago has gone back for 84 days without catching a fish and his young helper, Manolin, has been forbidden by his parents to sail with the old man. Santiago sets out alone. By noon of the first day he manages to catch a huge marlin. He isn´t able to pull the fish in. Instead, the fish starts to pull the boat.Two days and two nights he bears the line with his body. He is wounded and in pain. On the third day the fish begins to circle the boat. Santiago, completaly exhausted, finds the strength to stab it with a harpoon. He lashes it to the side of the boat and heads home thinking about the price the fish will bring him at the market. While he is sailing back to the shore, sharks are attracted by the blood left by the marlin in the water. Santiago manages to kill the first shark but looses his harpoon. He makes another one by lashing his knife to the end of the oar. He manages to kill other seven sharks. But during the night the sharks leave only the marlin‘s skeleton. The man criticizes himself for sacrifying the fish. The next day a group of fishermen gathers around the boat where the fish skeleton is still attached. Tourists at the nearby cafe mistakenly take it for a shark. Manolin screams finding him safe asleep.  After he wakes up, they promise to fish together again. He returns to sleep and dreams his usual dream of lions on the African beach.
   Santiago is typical Hemingway‘s character. He knows he will be beaten in his battle against the forces of nature but he fights even when he knows that his fight is useless. The message of the story is that man is not made for defeat. Man can be destroyed but not defeated.
   In 1953, Heminway was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for this book, and in 1954, he won the Nobel Prize for literature. 

