Festivals in America
Ten federal holidays are specified by the government, American banks, schools, post offices, etc., are closed on legal holidays. Many businesses are closed as well. Unlike other countries, many U.S. holidays are celebrated on days that are more convenient and are combined with weekends, rather than being observed in the middle of the week.
New Year's Day - January 1. 
It is a federal holiday. People generally have New Year's parties and social gatherings. Many people may come home very late from the previous day's New Year's Eve parties. It is generally dangerous to drive during the early hours of New Year's Day, as many people may be driving while intoxicated.

Valentine's Day - February 14. 
Celebrated in memory of  St.Valentine. This holiday is highly commercialized. Lovers express their feelings by exchanging gifts, flowers, and greeting cards. In principle, a Valentine can be for anyone you care about, not just a lover or boyfriend/girlfriend. In practice, though, it is limited to lovers and spouses.

April Fool's Day - April 1.  
This is not really a holiday. People play light-hearted tricks on each other during this day. However, be careful not to play tricks that may be harmful or cause injuries to anyone. It is supposed to be innocent fun.

Memorial Day - last Monday in May
It is a federal holiday. It is the first major holiday in the year after New Year's Day. 
Memorial Day commemorates Americans who fought for the country and died in wars. 
The famous "Indianapolis 500" auto race is held on Memorial Day in Indianapolis, IN.

Independence Day - July 4. 
It is a federal holiday. The USA declared its independence from Great Britain on July 4, 1776. It is a very important day in the history of the U.S.
There are grand fireworks displays in many places this night. Most fireworks start around 9:00 P.M. and last for 15-30 minutes. Several other activities take place this day, like parades, community/family picnics, parties, or softball games.

Halloween - October 31.
 It is not a holiday, but rather a festival. After it gets dark, children walk through neighborhoods asking for candy. Children are often dressed in scary costumes, such as a witch or a ghost, or costumes like fairies, cartoon characters, or whatever the latest craze is. 
On this night, children shout "trick-or-treat." "Trick-or-treat" means that if candy is not given to them, the adult will be subject to a trick or prank. However, saying this is more a formality. In practice, no one refuses to give candy and children don't generally play tricks.  
You will also see pumpkins outside people's houses. Children carve faces into hollowed-out pumpkins and place lit candles inside, so the outline of the face glows in the dark. These carved pumpkins are called jack-o-lanterns. 

Thanksgiving Day - fourth Thursday in November
It is a federal holiday. People typically reunite with their families during holiday. Thanksgiving dinner is a large production. Dinner primarily consists of turkey with stuffing, corn, cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes, and pumpkin pie. 
Thanksgiving celebration started when the Pilgrims (early settlers) to Massachusetts survived the harsh winter in 1621 with the help of Native Americans (called Indians) who helped them learn how to catch fish and grow corn. The day after Thanksgiving is called Black Friday, during which the biggest sales of the year occur. It is also the official start of the Christmas shopping season.
