LONDON

London, the capital of the UK, is situated on the River Thames in the southeast of England. It is a cosmopolitan city; there are people of many nationalities. Today the population is about 7 million inhabitants. London consists of 3 parts: the City - the oldest part, West End – the centre of entertainment and East End - an industrial area. 

The City of London is the largest financial and commercial centre of Europe. It is known as the “square mile”. The largest and best-known church of the City is St. Paul's Cathedral. It was built by Sir Christopher Wren in Baroque style in the 17th century. It is known for its Whispering Gallery. The excellent acoustics brings any sound whispered against the wall to the opposite side. Many British heroes are buried there. Prince Charles and Lady Diana had their wedding ceremony there.
The capital's top tourist attraction is the Tower of London. The White Tower, the oldest part, was built by William the Conqueror in the 11th century. The Tower served as a royal home, a prison, a royal mint and an observatory. Now it is a museum where tourists come to see an arsenal of weapons, the Crown Jewels and the prison. The Tower is guarded by the Yeomen Warders, or Beefeaters who still wear Tudor uniforms. Six ravens are kept in the Tower to protect the whole Kingdom. The legend says that the Kingdom will stop existing when the ravens leave the Tower. Every evening the Ceremony of Keys takes places and the main gates are locked.

The great symbol of London is the Tower Bridge. It opens in the middle and goes up to allow huge ships to pass through. It takes 90 seconds to rise.

The City of Westminster is the centre of Parliament and Government offices.
The Houses of Parliament are the home of the British Parliament. They consist of the House of Lords and the House of Commons. The House of Lords is a gothic hall decorated in red and gold, with the throne of the Queen. In front of it there is the Woolsack - the seat of the Lord Chancellor who presides over the House. The House of Commons consists of parallel rows of green leather benches. The House is presided over by the Speaker. Above the Parliament the clock tower called Big Ben rises. It is not really the name of the clock; it is the name of the bell (named after Sir Benjamin Hall, one of the Member of Parliament, who was fat). The strike of Big Ben is known in the world because it is used by the BBC as a time signal.

The most important church in the country is Westminster Abbey, where monarchs are crowned and heroes buried. You can see the Coronation Chair there. In the Poet's Corner there are monuments of some famous poets, but only few of them are buried here.

Buckingham Palace has been the home of the kings and queens of Great Britain. Outside the Palace the Changing of the Guard takes place. The Royal family live in the north wing and the Royal Standard is flown when the Queen is in.

Trafalgar Square is the largest and busiest square in London. The dominant of the square is a fifty-metre high column with a five-meter high statue of Horatio Nelson at the top. The square is known for lots of pigeons. One side of Trafalgar square is surrounded by the National Gallery. It houses great collections of 13th to 19th century paintings. 

Piccadilly Circus is one of the busiest and noisiest places in London. Five main roads cross there and in the surroundings there are many theatres, cinemas, restaurants and shops. In the centre of the square there is the statue of Eros, the Greek God of Love. 
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