NEW YORK

New York is the largest city in the U.S.A. It is situated on the east coast at the mouth of the Hudson and East Rivers. The central part has over 7 million people.
New York is made up of 5 boroughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island and the Bronx. The oldest part - Manhattan Island was originally inhabited by Indians. At the beginning of the 17th century the Dutch bought the island from the Indians for 24 dollars. They called it New Amsterdam. It was protected from the Indians by a wall. Later in the same century it became an English colony. Charles II, the king of England, gave this territory to his brother, the Duke of York, and the town was renamed New York.
Manhattan is surrounded by the Hudson River, the Harlem River and the East River. It is connected with other parts of the city by 4 tunnels and 17 bridges. The most famous of them are Brooklyn Bridge and Manhattan Bridge. The plan of Manhattan is very simple. Streets running north to south are called avenues while those running east to west are called streets. The only exception is Broadway, which was the oldest Indian road. Now it is a famous theatre centre. Avenues as well as streets are numbered, only some of them have also names.
Manhattan is famous for its skyline. The best known street in this area is Wall Street, which is a financial centre of the city. A lot of banks are located there, including the Stock Exchange.
The most famous skyscraper is the Empire State Building. It has 102 floors and is 381m high. It has an observatory at the top. It used to be the highest building in New York, it was surpassed by the twin towers of the World Trade Center, each of which had 110 floors and was 412m high. It was the second highest building in the world after the Sears Tower in Chicago, but on 11th September 2001 it was destroyed by terrorists.
Another famous building is the United Nations Headquarters. Rockefeller Center is a large business and entertainment complex of 21 buildings, including the Radio City Music Hall, the world's largest indoor theatre seating 6.200 people. Opposite Rockefeller Center you can admire St. Patrick's Cathedral built in Gothic style. Times Square received its name after the New York Times. People come there to welcome the New Year. It is the entrance into the Theater District, comprising about 40 theatres. The busiest shopping streets are 5th Avenue, Broadway and Madison Avenue.

N.Y. is home to many schools, a few universities and colleges, e.g. Columbia University or New York University.
 The largest of New York's parks is Central Park. Madison Square Garden is a huge covered place for concerts and sporting events. The Bronx has 2 outstanding treasures: Botanical Garden and the Bronx Zoo.
At the entrance to N.Y. there is Liberty Island with the Statue of Liberty, a 90m high figure with a torch in its upheld hand. The statue was a gift from the people of France on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of American Independence.
WASHINGTON, D.C.
   The national capital of the U.S.A. is situated on the Potomac River. It was built on neutral ground, on a ten-mile-square territory that was given up by two states Maryland and Virginia. The site was chosen by George Washington, the first American President and named after him. D.C. means District of Columbia. It has a population of about 700,000.
The old Washington part, called the Mall, is the place where all of the most important buildings are situated. The majority of these buildings are made of white marble.
The Capitol /on Capitol Hill/ is the seat of Congress. It consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives.
 There are many monuments: the column-like Washington Monument - built from contributions given by the people of Washington, D.C. The Lincoln Memorial - a square white building inspired by Greek architecture with a large marble statue of Abraham Lincoln seated in a chair. The Jefferson Memorial - a round open building with a bronze statue of Thomas Jefferson, holding the Declaration of Independence. The Vietnam War Memorial - a simple black marble wall with the names of all soldiers who died in the Vietnam War.
To the north of the Washington Monument, the White House, the seat of the American president, stands.
