Prague
Prague is the capital of the Czech Republic. It lies in the middle of Bohemia on both banks of the Vltava River. With the population of 1.3 million it is the largest city in the country. It is the seat of the president, the government and other state bodies. It is also an important industrial and business centre and transport crossroads. A large number of social, cultural, educational and scientific institutions are situated here.

The whole city consists of 10 administrative districts. The oldest parts are the Old Town, the Lesser Town, the New Town, Josefov, Hradčany, and Vyšehrad. Prague is often called Golden Prague or the City of hundred spires or Mother of towns. There are a lot of historical sights worth seeing.

 Prague's top tourist attraction is the Prague Castle, the largest medieval castle in Europe and the ancient seat of Czech kings. Today, the Prague Castle is the seat of the President of the Czech Republic. The Changing of the Guard at the front gates takes place every hour. At noon the ceremony includes a fanfare. The complex of the Castle includes three courtyards. The most impressive building at the Castle is St. Vitus Cathedral. Charles IV founded the gothic cathedral in the 14th century. It is the work of two famous architects Matthias of Arras and Petr Parler. The Czech coronation jewels are kept in St. Wenceslas Chapel inside the cathedral and there is also the Royal Crypt. 
 In the castle gardens we can admire the Royal Summer Palace Belvedere and the Singing Fountain which gained its name due to the sound made by falling drops of water. Other places visited here by tourists include Golden Lane made up of tiny houses from the 16th century when craftsmen and alchemist settled here, and the Dalibor Tower in which prisoners were left to die.

     The city's finest attraction is Charles Bridge over the Vltava River. Petr Parler built it in the 14th century. On both sides it is decorated with statues of Baroque origin (some of them made by M. Brown). Most of them are copies, because floods and catastrophes damaged the originals. The entrance to Charles Bridge is marked at both ends by towers. It has become a favourite place for walks and tourist attractions.                    
     There are two main squares in the city centre. The first one is the Old Town Square, the centre of the Old Town. The best known building in the square is the Old Town Hall. Tourists come to see the astronomical clock with the procession of the Twelve Apostles. Below the Astronomical Clock there are 12 medallions with the signs of the Zodiac, added by Josef Manes. The dominant of the square is the Tyn Church and the square has the statue of Jan Hus in the middle. Not far from the square there is the Bethlehem Chapel where Jan Hus preached.       
     Another important square is Wenceslas Square, the heart of the New Town. It was originally used as the Prague horse market. Over the years the square has been a regular meeting place for all kinds of organisations and political parties. At the top of Wenceslas Square there is the statue of St. Wenceslas on his horse. This is good King Wenceslas, murdered a thousand years ago by his brother, and now he is a Czech national hero. Behind St. Wenceslas there is the monumental National Museum.

      For Czech people, one of the most important cultural institutions in Prague is the National Theatre. It is a neo-renaissance building, situated on the bank of the Vltava River. It was built from the public money collection in the second half of the 19th century. Before its opening in 1881 it was destroyed by fire and was rebuilt within the next two years. The best artists of the 19th century decorated the theatre (M. Ales, F. Zenisek, V. Hynais - curtain).

