The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

 Great Britain consists of England, Wales and Scotland, while the United Kingdom also includes Northern Ireland.

The British Isles is the geographic term for the group of islands that also include the Republic of Ireland. 
Besides the largest islands (Great Britain and Ireland) we should mention the Isle of Wight to the south of England, the Isles of Scilly to the southwest of England, Anglesey off North Wales, and the Isle of Man in the Irish Sea. Western Scotland is surrounded by numerous islands – the Hebrides, the Orkneys and the Shetlands, the Channel Islands near the French coast belong to the United Kingdom, too.

Most of Wales is occupied by the Cambrian Mountains. Much of the land is suitable only for pasture. The highest point of Wales is Snowdon.
The Pennines is a range of mountains that runs north to south, and it is known as the backbone of England. England’s highest point, Scafell Pike (978m) can be found in the Cumbrian Mountains in the Lake District.

The highest mountains in Britain are the Highlands of Scotland with the highest peak Ben Nevis (1,342 m).
Scotland is famous for its lakes (Loch Lomond, Loch Ness). Loch means lake in Scottish Gaelic. Loch Ness is famous for its monster.

Northern Ireland consists mainly of low flatlands and hills.
The climate in the U.K. is mild but always unpredictable. It is wetter in the north because of the higher land, and drier and sunnier in the south.

British rivers are not very long, but deep. Some very important ports are situated on them: London on the Thames, Liverpool on the Mersey, and Glasgow on the Clyde. The longest rivers are the Severn and the Thames. There is also a network of canals in Britain.
Important cities: Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, Oxford, Cambridge….
Other basic facts
	Area: 244 103 square kilometres

Population: 60 400 000 people

Languages: English, Welsh, Gaelic

Capitals: the U.K. – London

England – London

Wales – Cardiff

Scotland – Edinburgh

Northern Ireland – Belfast


	Government: constitutional monarchy without a written constitution 

parliamentary form of government

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth II

Head of government: David Cameron 

                                   (the Prime Minister)
Main political parties: the Labour party

                                    the Conservative party

National flag: is known as the Union Jack. The flag is made up of three crosses.

National anthem: God Save the Queen



	Economy

Agriculture – wool, cattle, potatoes, barley, sugar beet

Manufacturing – food and beverages, chemicals, electronic goods, clothing, motor vehicles

Mining – petroleum, coal, natural gas


	Export: machinery, petroleum, chemicals, pharmaceuticals 

Import: food, metals, paper

Currency: pound sterling (£) = 100 pence




