THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
The USA is the third largest country in the world after Russia and Canada. It is a federation of 50 states and covers the whole of North America from the Atlantic coast on the east to the Pacific coast on the west and occupies almost 9.6 million sq kms with 300 million people. It is the third most populous country of the world after China and India. The USA is the country of immigrants, so we can speak about the big ethnic diversity and America is sometimes called “the melting pot” or “salad bowl”, but until the 15th century the only inhabitants were the Indians - the Native Americans. Each nationality keeps its colour and exceptionality. 
The mainland of the USA is bordered by Mexico and the Gulf of Mexico in the south, by Canada in the north. The USA also includes Alaska in the north of the continent and the Hawaiian Islands in the Pacific Ocean.

Alaska is the largest and least populated US state. It was bought from Russia in 1867. Alaska has an arctic climate and is partly covered by glaciers. We can find the highest mountain – Mount McKinley (6 194m) there as well. 

The spectacular scenery and tropical climate make Hawaii a popular tourist destination. The smallest US state is Rhode Island.

The west is very mountainous with the Sierra Nevada and Cascade mountain ranges. The Cordillera mountain range occupies the half of the continental US including the Rocky Mountains in Colorado and the famous Grand Canyon. Towards the east, we find more lowlands, flatlands and hilly plateaus, such as the Mississippi Basin. There are mountains in the east as well; the Appalachians Mountains, which are geographically the oldest in the US.

The US has a lot of rivers and large lakes. The longest rivers are the Mississippi and the Missouri. The most important river in the east is the Hudson, connected with the Great Lakes. American school children learn the lake names by remembering “homes” – for Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie, and Superior. These lakes on the US-Canadian border make up the biggest reservoir of fresh water in the world. The only Lake Michigan belongs only to the US. 

The Niagara River – part of the St. Lawrence River connects Lake Erie and Lake Ontario and forms the world known Niagara Falls, a major tourist attraction (55m high, 900m wide on the Canadian side and 320m on the US side). The Canadian part is called the Horseshoe Fall. The Colorado River is known for its canyons. The most remarkable is Grand Canyon (1.600km deep, 320 km long and 6-29 km wide. It has colourful layers of rock. Grand Canyon National Park was opened in 1919. 
The US has decided to keep its own natural beauty, so it has established a lot of national parks. The oldest park in the world is Yellowstone N. P. in North West Wyoming and parts of Idaho and Montana, established in 1872. It is famous for its fine scenery, hot springs and geysers. It has many wild animals including bears and buffalo.


The US has one of the strongest economies in the world. It is a leading country in agriculture, in the chemical, machinery industries and cars and in minerals and raw materials. Although it is strong in industry, two thirds of American work is in the service sector, providing services in tourism, banking and transportation.

Washington D.C. is the capital of the US and seat of the federal government. Washington is not a state; it is a federal district under the jurisdiction of the Congress. Congress meets in the Capitol, the President lives and works nearby in the White House. 

English is the official language, but in states with a high percentage of Hispanics (California, Texas, New York) many schools are bilingual and children are taught in both Spanish and English.

