William Shakespeare

     William Shakespeare was born on 23 April in 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon. He went to the local grammar school for boys. He was only 18 when he met Ann Hathaway and they got married. Eight months later their first daughter, Susanna, was born. They had three children.  
     In 1592 Shakespeare went to London. He joined a group of actors known as the Lord Chamberlain’s Men. Shakespeare became very successful and in 1599 he bought his own theatre and called it the Globe. It was an open air theatre. His plays were popular with Queen Elizabeth I, who loved music and drama. In those times Shakespeare made enough money to build a comfortable life and came back to Stratford. He died on his birthday in 1616 at the age of 52.

     Shakespeare wrote sonnets and plays. These are divided into three types – comedies, tragedies and histories. His comedies aren’t always funny, but they have happy endings. His most famous comedies include A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Twelfth Night or The Merchant of Venice. The tragedies, on the other hand, always have sad endings which can make people cry. Probably his most famous ones are Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet and Othello. Finally, the histories are plays that are about people or events in history. 
Romeo and Juliet 

     Two powerful noble families of Verona – the Montagues and the Capulets hate each other. Romeo Montague meets Juliet at the ball. He falls in love with her although he knows she is Capulet. They love each other very much and ask Friar Lawrence to marry them in secret. Immediately after the wedding Juliet’s cousin Tybalt challenges Romeo to a duel. Romeo refuses to fight. His friend Mercutio fights in his place and is killed. In revenge Romeo kills the murderer and is sent to the exile to Mantova. Juliet is then forced by her family to marry Paris. She refuses and asks Friar Lawrence for help again. He gives her a drug after which she falls asleep for several hours and looks as if she was dead. Friar Lawrence sends a message to Romeo, but he can’t get to Mantova because of plague. Romeo learns about Juliet’s death, buys poison from a pharmacist and hurries to the Capulet’s crypt. He meets Paris in the churchyard and kills him. He doesn’t know about the trick, believes Juliet is dead and drinks the poison. Juliet wakes up and when she sees Romeo dead, she stabs herself with his dagger. The Montagues and the Capulets reconcile only after the deaths of their beloved children.

The Merchant of Venice

     A poor nobleman from Venice, Bassanio is in love with Portia, a rich heiress. To travel to her estate, he needs three thousands ducats. His friend, the merchant Antonio, cannot help; his wealth is with his ships at sea. They ask the Jewish money-lender, Shylock for a loan. Shylock has hated Antonio, so he agrees to lend him the money on one condition. If the money is not returned in three months, Antonio must pay with a pound of his flash. Antonio agrees. Bassanio and his friend, Gratiano set off to Belmont.
     Meanwhile, Portia is waiting for a man to marry her. Before her father dies, he has let to make three boxes and has hidden a portrait of his daughter in one of the boxes. The man to pick the box with the portrait will win her hand. Men have come but everybody has failed so far.
     When Bassanio comes to Belmont, he opens the lead box and finds the portrait.
     Later Bassanio´s friend, Lorenzo arrives. He has escaped with Shylock´s daughter, Jessica. They bring news from Venice. Antonio´s ships have sunk and Shylock is demanding his bond. Antonio´s life is in danger. Bassanio and Gratiano leave to Venice. Portia promises money to pay off the debt many times over.
     Shylock refuses the money; he wants his pound of flesh. So the duke sends for Doctor Bellario for advice. He sends in his place his pupil. The young lawyer (in fact Portia in lawyers´ clothes) warns Shylock, if he spills a drop of blood, he will break the law. Shylock drops his knife and wants to take the money. But the duke says if he wants to keep his life, he has to become a Christian and give the money to his daughter. Antonio´s life is saved. 
